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A match-box, a blessing in the hands of a grown-
up, may be a danger in the hands of a child !
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11 ^ II
Devair-atra-api vicikltsftam kila,
tvam ca mrtyo yon na suvijneyam-attha;
Vakta ca asya tvadrg anyo na labhyo
na anyo varas-tulya-etasya kascit.
(22) Thou sayest, Oh Death, that even the Gods have
doubts here and that this is not easy to know. None
other like thee, who can tell of this can be found : no other
boon can at all equal this,
If Lord Death's tempting words in the last stanza
were a masterpiece in their suggestiveness for psycho-
analysis, the unrelenting words of firm resolve to know
and to understand, as expressed by the student here,
are equally a great masterpiece. According to the
student, there are no boons which can be equal to
an answer to this great question of the Beyond, since
the fruits gained from all the boons are finite and
perishable as they are all mere material gains. Again,
if even the Gods could not, of their own accord3 seek
and successfully reach a final understanding of the
Nature of the Atman it is but, in the fitness of things,
that we, the men of the world, need a great Master
to give us this Knowledge. And we can have no
greater master than Lord Death Himself.